SAFE CUSTODY

" I think so," said I.   " I hope the bed isn't damp."
" I'm sorry," she said, " to have taken your only
room."
" We're so proud to have you/' I said. " I'll
fetch your maid to-morrow and all your things. She
shall sleep next to you, and one of the rooms downstairs
shall be yours alone/'
" Thank you, John/' said Olivia, " but I must stay
at the inn."
" As you wish," said I. " Your rooms here will
always be ready by day and night."
She shook her head.
" I must sleep at the inn," she said. " But I'll
spend the day here sometimes, if you'll come over
and get me and take me back."
" You're our managing director," said I. " I shall
come for you every morning at eight o'clock."
I seemed to have slept for ten minutes when Palia
was shaking my shoulder and crying " The balloon
has gone up."
From an embrasure in a tower of the gatehouse I
proved the truth of his words.
On the farther side of the fall stood the second of
the Hohenems cars. Bugle was sitting at its wheel,
sounding its horn: and Bunch and Harris afoot were
staring up at the drawbridge with furious eyes.
At once I saw what had happened.
Harris had made for Haydn, instead of Hohenems,
relying on Haydn to bring him back to the castle or,
if we were in possession, to abet a counter-attack.
More shrewd than his subordinates, the instant he
learned that ' Holy' was alone in the castle, he had
perceived the danger of leaving him there at large and
148